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� 2005 White House Conference, continued

As a provider of non-medical, in-home care, Comfort
Keepers is a very viable care solution for so many sen-
iors who are fundamentally healthy, but simply need a
little extra help.  “Allowing seniors the option of staying
in their own homes versus alternative care may be a bet-
ter solution for the seniors and can also alleviate the
stress on already over-taxed senior resources.  Every one
of us needs to think creatively as to how the USA is
going to support an aging population,” said Riggs. 

To read more about the White House Conference on
Aging, go to www.whcoa.gov.

www.hospitalcompare.hhs.gov is brought to the public
by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, an
agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services.  Hospital Compare uses voluntary, self-reported
information from hospitals to show how they care and
recommend treatment for patients.  You can compare a
specific hospital's treatment to the averages of all reporting
hospitals in any geographic area you define.  Need more
information?  Check with the State Survey Agency and
the Quality Improvement Organization in your state.
Source: care ADvantage, Fall 2005

� Researching Quality Care, continued

As you are reviewing the website and other documentation,
make note of several general guidelines:
• State laws can vary considerably.  If you have moved to a

new state or are creating documentation for the first
time, remember that the documentation is state-specific.
Paperwork that may have been valid in one state may be
invalid in another.

• Instructions should be in writing.  Start with a living will
that provides specific instruction to healthcare providers
on the type of treatment you do or do not want.

Advance Directives
Planning For End-of-Life
For some, end-of-life planning, or Advance Directives, is
not a topic easily discussed, but like anything, education
and candid discussion can help ensure that an individual's
wishes and treatment preferences are carried out the way he
or she would want them to be.  Take the steps to learn how
you or someone you care for can prepare for death on per-
sonal terms.  You can start by visiting www.caringinfo.org,
a wonderful website that allows you to begin educating
yourself on how to prepare for end-of-life-planning. 

• Assign a durable health power of attorney (DPOA).
The person who represents you under the DPOA
must be willing to follow your wishes and stand
strong if disagreements arise.

• In addition to written instructions, have dialogue with
your family, spouse, and physician so you have provided
them first hand information on your wishes. 

Comfort Keepers® has over 500 independently owned and operated offices nationwide.

� Continued inside

� Advance Directives, continued
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